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Our Archbishop Sample and staff at the Pastoral Center are dedicated to offering support and 
consolation during these challenging times.  We are especially dedicated to assisting with opening the 
parishes for Mass consistent with the governor's requirements.  Please see the website for 
information on this and for the many other ways in which we seek to provide assistance:  
 
https://archdpdx.org/ 
 
Prayer for those in custody in these times: 
Lord in Heaven, as we are unable to visit our brothers and sisters in prison at this time, please sustain 
them in their faith and bless all who are in custody.  Keep them safe from this disease and allow them 
to look forward to such time as we may gather in community once again.   
  

 
 
  

 



 

  

 

PRISON MINISTRY DURING COVID-19 PANDEMIC 
 
The prisons, youth correctional facilities and jails throughout the archdiocese have wisely decided to 
close the facilities to all volunteers.  Naturally, this is especially difficult for those in custody who 
have been practicing their faith, learning about the faith, approaching the faith, sharing the faith.  The 
Office of Prison Ministry has been able to offer access to a few opportunities to support Catholics in 
custody, both practicing and seeking.   
 
Technology varies from facility to facility, but the Masses at the Cathedral on both Palm Sunday and 
Easter Sunday have been provided either through live-streaming, Vimeo or DVD.  It is in the works 
to provide Vimeo regularly to those facilities able to use this technology.  The Sacramental 
Confession in Cases Where a Priest Is Not Available and the Act of Spiritual Communion (see 
below) in both English and Spanish have been provided to all facilities where there is access, either 
in electronic form for copying and distributing, or as prayer cards for distribution. 
 
In order to offer communication with the outside world to those in prison, the Pen Pal Letter Writing 
Program has been expanded, with the approval of the administration of the Oregon Department of 
Corrections, beyond its pilot program at Oregon State Penitentiary to all the prisons in the 
archdiocese.  Please see below for details, and invite family and friends to participate in this worthy 
practice of one of the Corporal Works of Mercy. 

     

 
  

  

 



 

PEN PAL LETTER WRITING PROGRAM 
  
As you may know, the prisons are in lockdown.  No volunteers are permitted in the facilities.  Paradoxically, this may 
be an opportunity to discern a call to respond to Jesus’ summons to visit the imprisoned.  Perform this corporal work 

of mercy by becoming a pen pal to someone in corrections. For further introductory information, click here: 
https://evangelization.archdpdx.org/penpals 

  
To request the guidelines and an application, please email: 

prisonministry@archdpdx.org 
  

 
 
 
  

 

WHO DOES THIS? 
The prison ministry newsletter for the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon has been encouraging 

Catholics to heed the Gospel call to serve the imprisoned.  The stories of those who have responded 
to this call are inspiring.  This is the fourth installment of a series of these stories, highlighting both 
seasoned volunteers and those who have more recently come into this ministry.  Those who have 

found their way inside prison walls and those who are serving in related ministries will  
be featured.        

  

 



 

 
 

ROGER MARTIN 
 
Roger Martin first set foot in the Oregon State Penitentiary in  2015.  As the lobbyist for the Oregon 
Catholic Conference, he was charged with influencing the legislature in the effort to repeal or amend 
the Death Penalty.  In the process, he became aware of the larger issue of criminal justice and prison 
reform.  And so, as he says, "I decided that if I wanted to be knowledgeable I should go visit a prison." 
 
His wife happened to be a classmate of a man who was (is) serving a life sentence.  This connection 
garnered him an invitation to attend a Lifers Unlimited Club (see below) meeting.  He has been 
attending regularly ever since, and, as evidence of the mutual trust that has developed, he was named 
an honorary member last year.  He observes that yes, there are incorrigible men full of irreversible evil 
who should never be released from prison.  But he has also witnessed firsthand the wonder of 
authentic rehabilitation. 
 
One of those wonders is Robert Kelly, President of the Lifers Club with whom Roger is pictured 
above.  Robert is in his late forties, and has been in prison since he was 19.  On his journey toward 
atonement and healing he participates in education and self-enhancement programs.  In his leadership 
position he is developing a project to build tiny houses inside OSP for those who will be released and 
for others in the community with low income. 
 
 



 

Roger speaks of Kyle Hedquist, another Lifers Club and 7th Step member (see below), as the "most 
personally motivated prisoner I have ever met!"  In his quest for wholeness he has immersed himself in 
many educational and behavior modification programs and is nearing completion of a degree from the 
University of Oregon with a 3.95 GPA.  He is a leader in the fundraising efforts within the 
prison.  Although earnings of those with jobs in prison are meager, through various fundraisers - for 
instance, selling Girl Scout cookies - the 7th Step is able to support needy causes on the outside such 
as Meals on Wheels.  They are making special efforts at this time of COVID-19 to offer support to 
those struggling in the greater community. 
 
Roger grew up in All Saints Parish in Portland, and credits Monsignor Thomas Tobin with 
instilling discipline, self-respect and sense of right in his formative years.  After graduating from Central 
Catholic High School, he earned a degree in history at the University of Oregon, worked in business for 
several years, and went on to serve in the Oregon House of Representatives from 1967 to 1978.  As a 
result of his reputation as an innovative builder of coalitions, he was elected House minority leader for 
four years.  He has been a lobbyist since 1978, now semi-retired enjoying golf, mystery novels and 
fishing.  And, of course, attending Lifers' Club meetings.                     
            

 

 

 

 
 
The purpose of the Lifers’ Unlimited Club is to unite incarcerated individuals with a goal of improving 
the quality of life for adults in custody and their communities. It is one of many clubs and activities 
which provide invaluable support toward rehabilitation and personal growth, foster a sense of 
responsibility and offer an opportunity for positive socialization for those in custody.   
For more information:  
https://www.oregon.gov/doc/inmate-programs/Pages/social-activities.aspx 
 
The mission of the 7th Step Foundation Club is to reduce recidivism by overcoming criminal 
thinking.  It is based on the 7th step of Alcoholics Anonymous, and while a person serving a life 
sentence will not be "outside" to harm again, participation in this club affords a path toward 
assuming accountability and responsibility for one's actions.  For more information: 
https://www.oregon.gov/doc/inmate-programs/Pages/behavioral-change-programs.aspx 
  



 

 

Heavenly Father, 
  
During this especially holy time, please bless our brothers and sisters in custody who are removed from 
participating in the celebration of the Easter Season with our faith community.  In this challenging time, 
because of the limitations of this pandemic, we can recognize, not in the same way, but in a real way 
through our own experience, the distress of separation from the sacraments and from one another.    
  
Yet we all give you praise and thanks for the gift of salvation through your Son Jesus Christ, as in 
distance all the faithful celebrate the Paschal Mystery.  May we all come to desire genuine sorrow for 
the harm we have caused others, and hope for the promise of reconciliation and restoration.   And as 
we all ask for the grace through the Spirit of the knowledge of your unconditional love and mercy, 
bestow it in a special way upon those who despair of it. 
  
And so, dear God, though at times such as these we may search deeply for gratitude, we do give you 
thanks and look forward to our continued life in Christ who in the Spirit brings us close to you, Father, so 
that all your children might come to share in your divine nature.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



FROM THE DIOCESE OF GRAND RAPIDS - PRISON AND JAIL MINISTRY: 
 
Journey of Hope Through Restorative Justice 
For those who follow us on Facebook, you were able to view images of artwork created by our friend Eric 
Boldiszar, an inmate at Richard A. Handlon Correctional Facility, during the last two weeks of Lent. The 
display, "Journey of Hope Through Restorative Justice," includes 10 original pieces and descriptions from 
Eric. This artwork was created as a gift from Eric to those who contributed to the 3rd Annual West 
Michigan Restorative Justice Conference. Each piece is unique and portrays some aspect of the healing 
power of restorative practices. You may learn more about the events that led to the creation of this 
display: https://files.constantcontact.com/958ecf4f501/d840a2ea-a929-4a0f-b00b-103e870dca10.pdf 
. 

Below is one piece in the display and Eric's description.  

 
 
Eric states, "This piece represents the journey of hope, healing and restoration ending in Christ. The bird 
represents the Holy Spirit guiding the prisoner along the road, which ends in a triumphal arch. On the 
other side of the triumphal arch is Christ crucified - who died for all of our sins." 
 
To view the entire display click: https://www.flickr.com/photos/dioceseofgrandrapids/albums/72157713725561981 
 
or visit our diocesan website: https://grdiocese.org/ministries/prison-and-jail-ministry/ 
 

 



 
 

  



  

  



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 2020 

Meditations from Padua Prison 
  

The meditations on the Stations of the Cross this year were prepared by the chaplaincy of the “Due 
Palazzi” House of Detention in Padua. Fourteen people were invited by Pope Francis to meditate on 
the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, bringing it to bear on their own situations. Those invited 
included five prisoners, a family that was the victim of a murder, the daughter of a man given a life 
sentence, a prison teacher, a civil magistrate, the mother of a prisoner, a catechist, a volunteer 
religious brother, a prison guard and a priest who was accused and then finally acquitted after eight 
years in the justice system. 

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/2020/documents/ns_lit_doc_20200410_via-crucis-
meditazioni_en.html#First_Station_ 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
HERE ARE SOME EXCELLENT RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY  

TO THE INCARCERATED DURING COVID-19 
 
  

Catholic Prison Ministry Coalition 
 
 
 
 

Catholic Mobilizing Network 
 
 
 
 
 

National Association of Catholic Chaplains 
  

 

 
 

LEARN MORE 

LEARN MORE 

LEARN MORE 

https://www.nacc.org/
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/

