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Our Archbishop Sample and staff at the Pastoral Center are dedicated to offering 
support and consolation during these challenging times.  Please see the website for the 
many ways in which we seek to provide assistance:  
 
https://archdpdx.org/ 
 
Prayer for those in detention in these times: 
Lord in Heaven, as we are unable to visit our brothers and sisters in prison at this time, 
please sustain them in their faith and bless all who are in custody.  Keep them safe from 
this disease and allow them to look forward to such time as we may gather in community 
once again.   
 



WHO DOES THIS? 
The prison ministry newsletter for the Archdiocese of Portland in Oregon has been 

encouraging Catholics to heed the Gospel call to serve the imprisoned.  The stories of 
those who have responded to this call are inspiring.  This is the third installment of a 

series of these stories, highlighting both seasoned volunteers and those who have more 
recently come into this ministry.  Those who have found their way inside prison walls and 

those who are serving in related ministries will be featured.        

  

 

 
  

 

 
TERRI CURRIE  

Terri Currie began ministering to men and women who found themselves in difficulties 
with the law in Grants Pass in 1979 for Community Corrections as the director of the 
Community Service Program which was offered as a sentencing alternative 
to incarceration.  She then went on to serve Josephine County as a Parole/Probation 
Officer, her entire career spanning 30 years.  She is especially proud of two programs 
which she directed - the Work Crew Program and the Home Detention Program both 
of which were designed to promote responsibility and self-esteem.  
 
One might not think of those careers as ministry.  But Terri says that, even though 
she could not pray aloud, she prayed in her heart for each person that God put in her 
path.  She attributes this to ABC - Always Been Catholic - and  says, "I absolutely love 
working with people and truly believe in them.  There wasn't a person that came 
through my door that wasn't treated with Respect and Dignity."  This meant that it was 



expected that ultimately the offender needed to acknowledge that there were 
consequences as a result of harming others.  And that they now must be responsible 
for their choices and behavior.  But it also meant that she cared for and worked with 
them toward a vision of reconciliation and restoration.  And further, she expected her 
staff to follow the same approach.  
 
Although ABC, Terri says her faith during her formative, pre-Vatican II years was 
based in scrupulosity, rules and fear.  She  recalls staying awake all night so she 
wouldn't die after accidentally eating a small piece of chicken on a Friday.  She was 
desperate to go to Confession the next day so she would not go to hell.  Yet, God did 
not let go of her.  Her faith came alive as a result of a dramatic near-drowning 
experience in 1984, a miraculous moment for her and her husband.  After that, a 
conversion encounter during a Charismatic Healing Weekend incited an "incredible 
flame within us for service to God's people." 
 
In 2009 Terri began volunteering with Welcome Home Oregon, a full-service reentry 
program in Josephine County.  It was through this organization that she began 
ministry to the county jail.  In collaboration with the Sheriff and leaders of other faiths 
there is now a successful rotation of visits, so that those in challenging jail custody 
have access to guidance in their spirituality.  Now, because of the COVID-19 
restrictions, she finds that staying at home has given her more insight on how it feels 
to be imprisoned.  She finds expression for her empathy in watercolors.  As a 
meditation, she created "Window to Heaven," pondering that we can "see" in to those 
who are incarcerated through our prayers and that paradoxically this service in Jesus' 
name gives us a glimpse of heaven. 

 
 



 

Heavenly Father, 
  
During this especially holy time, please bless our brothers and sisters in custody 
who are removed from participating in the celebration of the Easter Season with 
our faith community.  In this challenging time, because of the limitations of this 
pandemic, we can recognize, not in the same way, but in a real way through our 
own experience, the distress of separation from the sacraments and from one 
another.    
  
Yet we all give you praise and thanks for the gift of salvation through your Son 
Jesus Christ, as in distance all the faithful celebrate the Paschal Mystery.  May we 
all come to desire genuine sorrow for the harm we have caused others, and hope 
for the promise of reconciliation and restoration.   And as we all ask for the grace 
through the Spirit of the knowledge of your unconditional love and mercy, bestow it 
in a special way upon those who despair of it. 
  
And so, dear God, though at times such as these we may search deeply for 
gratitude, we do give you thanks and look forward to our continued life in Christ 
who in the Spirit brings us close to you, Father, so that all your children might come 
to share in your divine nature.  

 
 

 
 
  

  
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 2020 

Meditations from Padua Prison 
  

The meditations on the Stations of the Cross this year were prepared by the 
chaplaincy of the “Due Palazzi” House of Detention in Padua. Fourteen people 
were invited by Pope Francis to meditate on the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
bringing it to bear on their own situations. Those invited included five prisoners, a 
family that was the victim of a murder, the daughter of a man given a life sentence, 
a prison teacher, a civil magistrate, the mother of a prisoner, a catechist, a 
volunteer religious brother, a prison guard and a priest who was accused and then 
finally acquitted after eight years in the justice system. 

http://www.vatican.va/news_services/liturgy/2020/documents/ns_lit_doc_20200410
_via-crucis-meditazioni_en.html#First_Station_ 

 
 

 
  

 

HERE ARE SOME EXCELLENT RESOURCES FOR MINISTRY TO THE 
INCARCERATED DURING COVID-19.  ALSO, PLEASE STAY TUNED FOR A 
MAILING FROM THIS OFFICE FOR MORE DETAILS AND ABOUT WHAT IS 
HAPPENING WITH THIS MINISTRY IN OUR ARCHDIOCESE. 
  

Catholic Prison Ministry Coalition 
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/ 

 
Catholic Mobilizing Network 

https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/ 
 

National Association of Catholic Chaplains 
https://www.nacc.org/https://www.nacc.org/ 

 
 
  

 



 

 

 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
May 11, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 am PDT 
Catholic Prison Ministry Coalition 
Webinar 
"Understanding the Challenges of Detention Ministry" 
https://www.catholicprisonministries.org/ 
 
 

April 22, 2020 
11:00 am - 12:00 am PDT 
Catholic Mobilizing Network 
Webinar 
"Five Lessons From Restorative Justice: In the Time of COVID-19" 

https://catholicsmobilizing.org/event/webinar-5-lessons-restorative-practices-time-covid-19 

 

 
July 27 - 29, 2020 
Catholic Mobilizing Network 
Harm, Healing and Human Dignity: A National Catholic Conference on Restorative Justice 
University of San Diego 
San Diego, CA 
https://catholicsmobilizing.org 

Regretfully the 
PRISON MINISTRY CONFERENCE 

on 
JUNE 20, 2020 

at 
MOUNT ANGEL ABBEY LIBRARY 

has been postponed 
 

Stay tuned for further information 
  

  

 

  



 

"Be mindful of prisoners as if sharing their imprisonment..." 

—Hebrews 13:3 
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