
Foundations of Faith
World Day of the Poor/CCHD

Scriptural Reference 
”The crowds asked John the Baptist, ‘What 
should we do?’ He said to them in reply, 
‘Whoever has two cloaks should share with  
the person who has none.’” (Luke 3: 10–11) 
 
Homily Hints 
Today is the second World Day of the Poor,  
a day established by Pope Francis on 
which he asks us to hear the cries 
of the poor among us with 
open ears and hearts and to 
respond in faith as we work 
for justice.

“If someone who has 
worldly means sees a 
brother in need and 
refuses him compassion, 
how can the love of God 
remain in him? Children, 
let us love not in word or 
speech but in deed and 
truth.” St. John  
the Apostle

On World Day of the Poor, 
Pope Francis invites us to 
focus on material poverty in 
which individuals, families, and 
communities lack access to the 
basic things they need to live and 
thrive: nutritious food, adequate housing, safe 
neighborhoods, good education, healthcare, 
and decent jobs with fair pay.

“Do you wish to honor the body of Christ? Do not 
neglect it when you find it naked. Do not do it 
homage here in the church with silk fabrics only 
to neglect it outside where it suffers cold and 
nakedness.” St. John Chrysostom 
 

Prayer Intentions 
For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, our bishop, 
Alexander Sample and all church leaders, that 
they will continue to proclaim Christ’s love and 
compassion for those in poverty, and that the 
Church will continue to teach about the need  
to work for justice in our world—

Let us pray to the Lord...

For the people of God, that we will 
open our hearts and souls to justice 

so that we will speak and act in 
ways that will eliminate poverty 
and injustice in this country and 
throughout the world—

Let us pray to the Lord…

For the 43 million people in 
our country who experience 
the pain and suffering 
of poverty every day, that 
Christians may join with them 
to share their burden and at 
the same time work to create 

more  
just communities—

Let us pray to the Lord… 
 

Corporal Works of Mercy 
The Corporal Works of Mercy are found in the 

teachings of Jesus and give us a model for how 
we should treat all others, as if they were Christ 
in disguise. They “are charitable actions by which 
we help our neighbors in their bodily needs.”  
They respond to the basic needs of humanity  
as we journey together through this life. 
 
Act 
Volunteer at your parish St. Vincent de Paul or a 
neighborhood food pantry. 
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Catholic Social 
Teaching

“A basic moral test for our 
society is how we treat the 

most vulnerable in our midst. 
In a society marred by deepening 
divisions between rich and poor, 

our tradition recalls the story of the 
Last Judgment (Mt 25:31-46) and 

instructs us to put the needs of 
the poor and vulnerable first.” 

Seven Themes of Catholic 
Social Teaching, U.S. 

Catholic Bishops, 
2005

https://ljp.archdpdx.org/corporal-works-of-mercy


Accompany 
Call to mind the faces of an individual or family 
that your parish serves through SVDP. What 
daily challenges do they face? How can we 
respond to Pope Francis’ call, and hear the cries 
of the poor in our parish, our neighborhood, and 
our communities on this World Day of the Poor? 
 
Learn 
Visit Poverty USA, a resource from the U.S. 
Conference of Catholic Bishops 
 
Donate 
This Sunday is also the collection, taken today 
around the country, to support the work of the 
Catholic Campaign for Human Development, 
or CCHD. This collection supports the work of 
groups that empower low-income people to 
participate in decisions that affect their lives and 
break the cycle of poverty. Many of the projects 
supported by CCHD embody the corporal works 
of mercy. 
 
For the Bulletin 
“Poverty cannot be summed up in a word; it 
becomes a cry that rises to heaven and reaches 
God. What does the cry of the poor express, 
if not their suffering and their solitude, their 
disappointment and their hope? We can ask 
ourselves how their plea, which rises to the 
presence of God, can fail to reach our own ears, 
or leave us cold and indifferent. On this World 
Day of the Poor, we are called to make a serious 
examination of conscience, to see if we are truly 
capable of hearing the cry of the poor.”  
Pope Francis. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe for Justice 
Most merciful mother, you came to tell us of 
your compassion through St. Juan Diego, whom 
you called the littlest and dearest of your sons. 
Give your strength and protection to all who live 
in poverty today, especially the young, elderly, 
and vulnerable. 

Plead for them to the Father, that they might 
experience the Divine Love tangibly in their daily 
lives, and that all who work for justice on behalf 
of the poor might grow in fortitude and humility. 
In these ways, manifest your charity and concern 
in our lives, that the weeping of humanity 
may be heard, and all our suffering, pain, and 
misfortune may be filled with divine comfort 
and healing. 

May we always know the peace of being in the 
cradle of your arms, and bring us safely home to 
your son, Jesus.

Amen

Sunday, November 18 The 
Second World Day of the Poor
(also the same weekend as the national collection 
to support the work of the Catholic Campaign for 
Human Development, the U.S. bishops’ domestic 
anti-poverty program)
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https://povertyusa.org/learn

