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Refugees

Scriptural Reference 
“When [the magi] had departed, 
behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and 
said, ‘Rise, take the child and his 
mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there 
until I tell you. Herod is going to 
search for the child to destroy him.’ 
Joseph rose and took the child and 
his mother by night and departed for 
Egypt” (MT 2:13-14).

Homily Hints 
Refugees are 
individuals who 
have fled their 
countries of 
origin and who 
meet the United 
Nations’ criteria 
of having a “well-
founded fear 
of persecution 
for reasons of 
race, religion, 
nationality, 
membership in a 
particular social 
group, or political 
opinion.”

Currently, global displacement is 
rampant with approximately 65.3 
million people around the world that 
have been forced out of their homes 
– with an estimated 34,000 people 
displaced per day. Over half of these 
refugees are under the age of 18.

“We have to distinguish between 
migrants and refugees, right? 
Migrants must be treated according 
to certain rules because migrating is 
a right, albeit a right which is highly 
regulated. On the other hand, being 

a refugee is the result of situations 
of war, suffering, hunger, terrible 
situations, and the refugee’s status 
calls for great attention, greater 
effort.” Pope Francis

“As we fix our gaze on the Holy Family 
of Nazareth as they were forced to 
become refugees, let us think of 
the tragedy of those migrants and 
refugees who are victims of rejection 
and exploitation, who are victims of 
human trafficking and of slave labor.” 
Pope Francis

Prayer Intentions 
For refugees—our brothers and sisters 
who have been uprooted from their 
homes, forced to search for safety 
and security in foreign lands, and for 
compassion and friendship in the 
faces of strangers—

we pray to the Lord.

That we, descended in spirit from a 
nation of refugees, who have come 
to know God through the person of 
Jesus Christ—the child of refugees—
grow in compassion with refugees 
everywhere, acting and advocating 
on their behalf—

we pray to the Lord.

That the nations of the world—
together with their citizens, the 
Church and all the world’s religions—
may work together on behalf of 
refugees for peace and security 
in the lands that they flee; and 
for safety, opportunity and a true 
Christian welcome in the lands 
where they seek haven—

we pray to the Lord.

Catholic Social Teaching

“At the end of our life we will be judged on 
love, on the acts of charity we have done 

to the ‘least’ of our brothers and sisters (cf. 
Mt 25:31-45), but also on the courage and 
fidelity with which we have witnessed to 

Christ. In the Gospel he said: ‘So every one 
who acknowledges me before men, I also 

will acknowledge before my Father who is 
in heaven’ (Mt 10:32-33).”

St. John Paul II



Work of Mercy 
Welcome the Stranger»

I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me (Matthew 25:35)

Educate 
On September 27, 2017, Pope Francis 
launched the Share the Journey 
campaign. On that day he invited 
everyone around the world to “Share 
the Journey” with refugees and 
migrants. Learn More about “Share 
the Journey,” a two-year campaign 
for our brothers and sisters.

Donate 
Donate items to Catholic Charities’ 
Refugee Resettlement Program.

Advocate 
Many refugees enjoy Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS). TPS is 
designated country by country and 
periodically are up for renewal. Each 
time another TPS comes up for 
renewal, contact your representatives 
to support renewal.

Encounter 
Make an effort to hear the stories of 
members of your parish community 
who may be refugees. Invite a 
refugee and their family over for 
a dinner with a small group of 
parishioners.

For the Bulletin 
”Let us not forget the flesh of Christ 
which is in the flesh of refugees: their 
flesh is the flesh of Christ.”  
Pope Francis

Prayer: A Prayer for Our Country 
We know, Lord, that you yourself are 
a migrant. You experienced the trials 
of the refugee, having fled as a child 
with your parents, Joseph and Mary, 
to Egypt. We know your special love 
for those with no other possession 
but one another, and you. 

Move our hearts, Lord, and the hearts 
of our leaders to love them as you 
do, to love them with your love, to be 
your love for migrants at the doorway 
of our country.

Amen.
Excerpted from Sorrow and Mourning Flee Away: 
Pastoral Letter on Migration by Bishop Mark J. 
Seitz, Diocese of El Paso

June 20 is 
World Refugee Day

http://ljp.archdpdx.org/shelter-the-homeless
https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/support-survivors/refugee-services/#1503524548951-cd8f4d56-97dd
https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/support-survivors/refugee-services/#1503524548951-cd8f4d56-97dd
https://ljp.archdpdx.org/share-the-journey

