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April Parish Mailing
Homelessness

Catholic Social Teaching 
The Church proclaims that among 
the most important human rights 
that are universally recognized are 
the right to food, clothing,  
and housing.

Homily Hints 
“The Son of God came into this 
world as a homeless person. The 
Son of God knew what it was to 
start life without a roof over his 
head. We can imagine what Joseph 
must have been thinking. How is it 
that the Son of God has no home? 
Why are we homeless, why don’t 

we have housing? 
These are questions 
which many of 
you may ask, and 
do ask, every day. 
Like Saint Joseph, 
you may ask: Why 
are we homeless, 
without a place to 
live? And those of 
us who do have a 
home, a roof over 

our heads, would also do well to 
ask: Why do these, our brothers and 
sisters, have no place to live? Why 
are these brothers and sisters of ours 
homeless? Joseph’s questions are 
timely even today.” (Pope Francis)

“In general terms, the situation of 
homelessness is the result of poverty 
and of social marginalization. In other 
words, it is the result of a whole series 
of economic, social, cultural, physical, 
emotional and moral factors that 
specifically bear down on those who 
have never been integrated into the 
current social system. 

“Far from being a matter of simple 
lack or deprivation, to be homeless 
means to suffer from the deprivation 
or lack of something which is due. 
This, consequently, constitutes an 
injustice.” (What Have You Done 
to Your Homeless Brother? The 
Church And The Housing Problem,” 
Document of the Pontifical 
Commission “Justitia et Pax”, 1987)

“In a half-mile run up the trail 
between a major thoroughfare and 
where the rich people walk their 
dogs, I encountered seven homeless 
people.” 
 
Prayer Intentions 
For those on our streets, in 
classrooms, in shelters, in doorways, 
who are lost, hurt, hungry and 
invisible—

we pray to the Lord.

For all who are forgotten or thrown 
away, and especially for the poor 
and the homeless: that God might 
change our hearts and move us to 
love them as the image of Christ—

we pray to the Lord.

That we may remember that “home” 
is more than four walls and a roof; it 
is warmth in a cold time, it is comfort 
in a difficult world, it is safety for their 
children—

we pray to the Lord.

That we are given the eyes to see “the 
least of these,” God’s children without 
the security of calling  
anyplace “home”—

we pray to the Lord. 

Scriptural Reference 

“ Is this not, rather, the fast that I choose: 
Is it not sharing your bread with the 

hungry, bringing the afflicted and the 
homeless into your house?” 

-IS 56:6, 7



Work of Mercy 
Shelter the Homeless»

Many circumstances could lead 
to someone becoming a person 
without a home. Christ encourages 
us to go out and meet those without 
homes, affirming their worth and 
helping them seek a resolution to 
the challenges they face.

Accompany 
Provide one-time or reoccurring 
meals and food to Kenton Women’s 
Village and the Housing Transitions 
Project Drop-In Center.  
Contact Catholic Charities at  
kgoetz@CCOregon.org»

Advocate 
Many churches open their doors 
to the homeless or participate 
in community programs for the 
homeless, such as Family Promise, 
Hope Village and St. Francis of 
Assisi. How can you help your 
parish become an advocate for the 
homeless? 

Donate 
Catholic Charities Housing Transitions 
Program opened in 2006 with the 
primary goal of finding and securing 
permanent housing for clients and 
then providing the support services 
they need to remain housed. In 
partnership with other programs in 
the area, its services include street 
outreach, drop-in services, housing 
placement, resident services, 

housing retention, and help finding 
employment.  
Consider a gift to  
Housing Transitions»

For the Bulletin 
“Home is hope. Without a home, 
where is there hope?” (Archbishop 
Alexander Sample) 
 
Prayer: A longing for Home 
Shelter us, O Lord, and give us the 
compassion and knowledge to help 
others in their search for shelter. 

Protect us, O Lord, from darkness, 
and give us the wisdom and skills to 
protect others who live in unsafe and 
unhealthy housing and longing for 
the light.

Bless us, O Lord, with homes that 
make comfort and joy realities for 
our families, and give us the grace to 
ensure this for all families.

Amen.

 April 16  is the Feast Day of  
St. Benedict Joseph Labré, patron of the homeless

http://ljp.archdpdx.org/shelter-the-homeless
mailto:kgoetz@ccoregon.org
https://www.familypromiseofbeaverton.org/
https://www.hopevill.org/details
https://stfrancispdx.org/dining-hall/
https://stfrancispdx.org/dining-hall/
https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/build-community/housing-transitions/
https://www.catholiccharitiesoregon.org/build-community/housing-transitions/#1503956746068-19b86d6d-6933



