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FACTS:
• 13% of all Oregonians still live in poverty

• 15% of all Oregonians are food insecure

• 1 in 4 Oregon children lives in poverty

• Nearly 1 in 4 Oregon Latinos live in poverty

• 40% of Oregonians spend more on rent 
than the recommended limit (35% of 
income)

• The poverty level for the average two-
parent, two-child family is $24,439.  
Could your family live on $24,439 annually?

The Catholic Campaign for Human 
Development is the national anti-poverty 
program of the U.S. Catholic Bishops. 
It began in 1970 in response to rampant 
poverty—and poverty is just as rampant 
today. Funded projects empower individuals 
to address root causes of poverty in their 
own communities and challenge existing 
societal factors and structures that 
perpetuate poverty. 
Projects also challenge existing economic 
structures by creating alternative models—
economics based on the dignity of people. 
CCHD is part of the Catholic Church’s 
commitment to assist low-income people, 
families, and communities.
100% of the annual diocesan CCHD 
collection stays within the Church of 
Western Oregon.
This summer, CCHD awarded 10 national 
and local grants to community and social-
enterprise organizations within the church 
of Western Oregon that dedicate their lives 
training individuals to rise from poverty.

CCHD’S MISSION

SPEAK ALWAYS 
FOR THE POOR

GIVING HOPEGIVING HOPE

“The poor no longer wait,  
they seek to be protagonists, they 

organize, study, work, demand 
and, above all, practice that special 
solidarity that exists among those 

who suffer, among the poor...

—Pope Francis



AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING
St. Charles Catholic 
Church establishes 
democratic tenant 
organizations in the 
mobile home parks of 
Cully to advocate for 
the improvement of 
living conditions. 
Community Alliance  
of Tenants (CAT)  
is Oregon’s only grassroots, tenant-led, tenant-
rights organization. CAT educates and empowers 
Oregon renters to demand and obtain safe, stable and 
affordable housing, without fear of eviction. 
Proud Ground is a Community Land Trust that 
provides permanent affordability, and expands 
homeownership opportunities for low- and moderate-
income families so they can live or remain in the 
community of their choice

HOMELESSNESS
Knowing Me Ministries serves the needs of homeless 
people. It trains and mobilizes leaders in East Portland 
to serve those experiencing homelessness, and helps 
parishes build a relationship with the homeless. 

PRISON MINISTRY
PHOENIX Rising Transitions of Gresham provides 
transitional support, education, mentoring and 
community building with special concern for releasing 
convicts, ex-convicts and their families, crime 
victims and the community. Funding PHOENIX Rising 
Transitions aligns with the Archdiocesan Pastoral 
Priorities on Prison Ministry

ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
OPAL Environmental Justice Oregon builds power for 
Environmental Justice and Civil Rights. It organizes 
communities and creates opportunity to influence 
Transportation, Land Use, Housing and Climate Policy, 
to improve health and livability people experience.

REFUGEES
Outgrowing Hunger of East County increases the 
ability of low-income refugees to obtain and consume 
fresh produce through development of neighborhood-
based agricultural projects, while developing job 
skills. CCHD Funds provide support beginning Karen 
(Burmese) refugee farmers in East Portland. 
The Zomi Catholic Community is Burmese refugees 
based in St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church. Its 
mission is to break the cycle of poverty by developing 
innovative and culturally relevant solutions to 
economic development to increase household income.

POVERTY
Community LendingWorks in Springfield,  
a Community Development Financial Institution, fills 
a community need for access to small amounts of 
capital for those who are low-income or may not have 
an established credit history. CLW serves Lane, Linn, 
Marion, Clackamas, and Coos Counties. 

The Northwest Hub in Salem provides transportation 
and job skills training to divested members of the 
community and neighbors seeking to rebuild their 
lives during difficult life transitions (i.e. parole, 
probation, treatment and recovery, homeless, refugee 
resettlement and at-risk youth).

PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES
Catholic Charities envisions the development of 
Creative Kitchen offering dignified, stable, and 
professional work to individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. The enterprise will be a 
full-service restaurant in Southeast Portland. 

IMMIGRANTS
Huerto de la Familia of Eugene provides low-income 
Latino immigrants the opportunity to grow organic 
produce to feed their families because of the high rate 
of food poverty among Latino immigrant families and 
the lack of affordable, nutritious food.
NOWIA/Unete of Medford is a movement of 
farmworkers and immigrants. They educate their 
community, advocate for worker rights, and for full 
participation in decisions that affect their lives. CCHD 
funds help parents advocate for their children in local 
schools, including Familias Especiales, a support group 
for Latino parents of children with special needs.

Bienestar of Washington Couty is the only Latino-
serving housing developer in Washington County, 
operating 508 units of affordable housing and building 
housing, hope, and future. Its Promotores Leadership 
Program trains leaders to advocate for immigrant 
rights and affordable housing development.
The Mercado in Lents is the first Latino public 
marketplace in Portland. A project of Hacienda 
Community Development Corporation, it provides 
economic advancement to low-income Latino 
entrepreneurs by helping them start businesses. 
MACG Vision of Multnomah and Washington Counties 
is an established community organization with an 
identifiable Catholic element, which mentors and 
trains leaders of the Latino community to enable these 
new leaders to work collectively with members of their 
community to work on the root causes of issues facing 
their members. The 2018 CCHD grant will fund its 
efforts to expand its base into Washington County.
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