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#12. …Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to 
us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the greatness and the beauty of 
creatures one comes to know by analogy their maker” (Wis 13:5); indeed, “his eternal power and divinity have 
been made known through his works since the creation of the world” (Rom 1:20). For this reason, Francis asked 
that part of the friary garden always be left untouched, so that wild flowers and herbs could grow there, and those 
who saw them could raise their minds to God, the Creator of such beauty. Rather than a problem to be solved, 
the world is a joyful mystery to be contemplated with gladness and praise. 

 

#13. The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the whole human family 
together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we know that things can change. 
The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his loving plan or repents of having created us. 
Humanity still has the ability to work together in building our common home. 

 

#13. Young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a better future without 
thinking of the environmental crisis and the sufferings of the excluded.  

 

#14. Regrettably, many efforts to seek concrete solutions to the environmental crisis have proved ineffective, not 
only because of powerful opposition but also because of a more general lack of interest. Obstructionist attitudes, 
even on the part of believers, can range from denial of the problem to indifference, nonchalant resignation or blind 
confidence in technical solutions. We require a new and universal solidarity.  
 

#18. The continued acceleration of changes affecting humanity and the planet is coupled today with a more 
intensified pace of life and work which might be called “rapidification”. Although change is part of the working of 
complex systems, the speed with which human activity has developed contrasts with the naturally slow pace of 
biological evolution 
 

#19. Following a period of irrational confidence in progress and human abilities, some sectors of society are now 
adopting a more critical approach. We see increasing sensitivity to the environment and the need to protect 
nature, along with a growing concern, both genuine and distressing, for what is happening to our planet.  
 

#21 Each year hundreds of millions of tons of waste are generated, much of it non-biodegradable, highly toxic and 
radioactive, from homes and businesses, from construction and demolition sites, from clinical, electronic and 
industrial sources. The earth, our home, is beginning to look more and more like an immense pile of filth. 
 

#22. We have not yet managed to adopt a circular model of production capable of preserving resources for 
present and future generations, while limiting as much as possible the use of non-renewable resources, 
moderating their consumption, maximizing their efficient use, reusing and recycling them. A serious consideration 
of this issue would be one way of counteracting the throwaway culture which affects the entire planet, but it must 
be said that only limited progress has been made in this regard. 
 

#23. The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. At the global level, it is a complex system 
linked to many of the essential conditions for human life. A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are 
presently witnessing a disturbing warming of the climatic system. In recent decades this warming has been 
accompanied by a constant rise in the sea level and, it would appear, by an increase of extreme weather events, 
even if a scientifically determinable cause cannot be assigned to each particular phenomenon. 


